DONOR GUIDE



GIVING UNIVERSITY
a California Nonprofit PUBLIC BENEFIT Corporation

DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND

Donations to the Giving University made without being tied to a specific purpose or grant proposal will go into the GU general fund.  This fund is used for all expenses relating to Giving University classes, to project trips, and to grants, as well as any miscellaneous expenses.  No directors or officers of GU are paid any compensation, so 100% of your donation is used to further the mission of Giving University.  Financial reports are available upon request.
DONATIONS TIED TO SPECIFIC PURPOSES

Donors may require that their donation be tied to a specific purpose.  The purpose specified must be in line with the charitable purposes of Giving University.   The following are the categories to which earmarked funds must fit:

· Giving University education expenses

· Giving University research trip expenses

· Grants addressing poverty, basic needs and economic growth

· Grants addressing education
· Grants addressing health care

· Grants addressing human rights and social injustice

· Grants addressing spiritual growth

· Grants addressing disaster relief

Donations can be earmarked for purposes that are more specific than the above categories, but the specific purpose must fit into a category.  Donations that are tied to a purpose not related to the above categories will be considered as donations to the general fund.  Donations tied to a specific organization must be accompanied by a grant proposal (see below). Donations cannot be earmarked for particular individuals.  

Some of the categories that are not supported by Giving University at this time include grants addressing political concerns and grants addressing environmental concerns.  

Donors are welcome to contact the board of directors for a ruling about a specific purpose before a donation is made.

Examples:  
1. Joe writes a check to Giving University and puts “AIDS Relief in Africa” in the memo.  This donation falls under the category of grants addressing health care, and is an acceptable specific purpose.
2. Sue writes a check to Giving University and puts “Save the Whales” in the memo.  This donation does not fall under an approved specific purpose.  The board of directors will attempt to contact the donor so that another purpose can be specified, or the donation applied to the general fund.

DONATIONS TIED TO GRANT PROPOSALS

Donors may request that part or all of their donation go to one or more specific organizations.  The Giving University encourages this kind of donor-advised giving, but you need to be aware of several rules and regulations:

1. By law, when you make a donation to Giving University, or any other nonprofit organization, you lose “control” of your money.  The board of directors of GU maintains control because it is bound by its bylaws and other regulations on how the money will be used.
2. Because Giving University is dedicated to high-impact giving, any funds earmarked for a particular organization must be accompanied by a Grant Proposal.  
3. Donations earmarked for a particular organization will be considered as a donation for the specific purpose associated with that organization, not the actual organization.

4. If the grant proposal is rejected, the donor will be given the opportunity to submit a subsequent proposal.  If the donor chooses not to submit a new proposal, the funds will be given to another organization within the same specific purpose.

5. Additional donations to the same organization do not need a full grant proposal, but only a brief statement describing the recommended use of the additional money.  The board of directors may request an updated full grant proposal after some period of time. 

6. Donors are welcome to make grant proposals that are larger than their donation amount.  The board of directors will consider the request on its merits, and grant the amount it deems fit.

Example:   Tom writes a check to Giving University for $1000, and includes a Grant Proposal for $800 to Opportunity International (a nonprofit organization related to economic growth).  GU will tie $800 to the specific purpose of economic growth, and the remaining $200 to the general fund.  The board of directors reviews the Grant Proposal.  The board could decide that Opportunity International should receive a grant for $800, or $8,000, or possibly nothing (in which case the funds will go to an approved organization with a similar purpose).
CHARITABLE TRUSTS AND DONOR-ADVISED INDIVIDUAL FUNDS

Giving University does not maintain individual donor accounts.  Donors interested in maintaining an individual balance and making grant requests based on that balance should consider setting up a charitable gift trust account with a reputable organization that offers one.
DONATIONS OF NON-MONETARY ITEMS

Giving University can accept donations of stocks, bonds or other liquid assets.  Such donations will be liquidated and invested according to GU policies (see below).

GU is not set up to collect and distribute non-monetary items, such as furniture or clothing.  Any such donations will be passed on to a local organization that was created to handle such items.
DONATION INVESTMENT POLICIES

The philosophy of Giving University is that there are many deserving organizations that need grant money, and would benefit from that money sooner rather than later.  There is no intention of building up donations to create any form of endowment.  Some money is needed in reserve to cover future course expenses and trip expenses, and to be available for incoming grant proposals.  That money is invested as follows:

1. A relatively small amount (approximately $5000-$10,000) is maintained in a no-interest or low-interest checking account.  This money is available for course expenses, trip expenses and miscellaneous supplies.

2. A larger amount, currently between $30,000 and $80,000 is in a money-market type savings account.  Funds are transferred to the checking account as necessary.

3. The remaining balance is invested in professionally-managed, low-risk mutual funds.

